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son and his adherents. The Jeffersonians
were in warm sympathy with the French
Revolutionists, while the Federalists favored
England. Adams, determined to keep the
country at peace, and above all from extend-
ing aid to France, sent three commissioners
in 1797 to treat with the French government,
as the relations between the two nations were
somewhat strained. The insulting proposal
of Talleyrand, the French foreign minister,
that the United States pay France tribute
money, aroused bitter indignation in Amer-
ica, and quick preparations were made for
war. A brief naval war did actually take
place, in which the French frigate La Ven-
geance was sunk by the Constellation. The
prospect of America allied with England
soon brought France to terms, and the diffi-
culties were peacefully adjusted.
Adams, however, dug his political grave
by his advocacy of the Alien and Sedition
Laws, which were directed at the opponents
of the administration. These laws were
denounced as violations of the right of free
speech and the freedom of the press, and
their passage caused the downfall of the
Federalist party. Adams failed of reelec-
tion, but before he retired from office he made
one of the most important appointments in
American history—that of John Marshall to
the chief justiceship of the Supreme Court.
Other events of his administration were the
death of Washington and the formal removal
of the government offices to Washington
(1800), then set in the midst of a forest and
exceedingly rough and unattractive in its
primitiveness.
At the close of his term of office Adams
retired to private life, disappointed and em-
bittered at his failure to secure reelection.
However, the subsequent election of his son,
John Quincy Adams, to the Presidency was
a consoling incident of his last days. He
died on July 4, 1826, the fiftieth anniversary
of the Declaration of Independence, only a
few hours after Thomas Jefferson passed
away. The death of two such illustrious men
on the same day has no parallel in the polit-
ical history of America or of any other
country. Adams' last words were, "Thomas
Jefferson still survives." He did not know
of the sad event in Virginia.
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] ^ DAMS, john qtjincy.
(1767-1848), sixth Presi-
dent of the United States,
son of John Adams, the
second President. He is
the only President who
served in Congress after
the close of his adminis-
tration. Adams was born
at Quincy, Mass., accom-
panied his father to
Europe and was educated
there in part, but was
graduated at Harvard College in 1788. He
was admitted to the bar in 1791, and soon
began to take an active interest in politics.
His published letters on public issues having
attracted general attention, in 1794 he was
appointed by Washington as minister to The
Hague. He afterward was sent to Portugal,
and by his father as minister to Berlin.
Adams entered the state senate and was
elected by the Federalists to the United
States Senate from Massachusetts in 1803.
During this period he often voted with the
Jeffersonians, and thus incurred the dis-
pleasure of his constitutents to such an ex-
tent that he resigned.
In 1809 Adams was appointed minister to
Russia by President Madison, and he held
that position until 1814. As Ms nest public
service he assisted in negotiating the peace of
1814 with England, and was afterward ap-
pointed resident minister at London. Under
Monroe he was Secretary of State, and in that
capacity had much to do with framing the
famous Monroe Doctrine.
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At the expiration of Monroe's double term
of office Adams succeeded to the Presidency
(1825) as the candidate of the so-called
National-Republicans, those Republicans who
favored protection
and internal im-
provements. An
important event of
his administration
was the passage of
a protective tariff
law in 1828, known
as the "Tariff of
A b o m i nations."
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